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CALENDAR
Feb 2	


Presentation of the Lord

Feb 8	


Jacoba of Settesoli, SFO

Feb 11	

 Our Lady of Lourdes
Feb 22	

 Chair of Peter
	

	

the Apostle
Mar 2	

	

	


Agnes of Prague
Second Order

Mar 9	

	

	


Ash Wednesday
Beginning of Lent

Mar 17	

 St. Patrick
	

	

Patron of Ireland
Mar 19	

 St. Joseph, Husband of
	

	

the Virgin Mary

	


F ra t e r n i t y E l e c t i o n s i n M a y
The Rule of our order tells us that each SFO fraternity is “guided by a
council and minister. These offices are conferred through elections,
in accordance with the Rule, the Constitutions, and their Statutes.
The office of minister or of councilor is a fraternal service, a
commitment to hold oneself available and responsible in relation to
each brother and sister and to the fraternity so that each one will
realize his or her own vocation and each fraternity will be a true
community, ecclesial and Franciscan, actively present in the Church
and in society.
The leaders of the fraternity should be perpetually professed,
convinced of the validity of the Franciscan evangelical way of life,
attentive to the life of the Church and of society with a broad and
encompassing vision, open to dialogue, and ready to give and
receive help and collaboration.
The fraternity leaders should see to the spiritual and technical
preparation and animation of the meetings, both of the fraternities
and of the councils. They should seek to inspire life and soul into the
fraternities by their own witness. They should see to it that the
decisions made are carried out and they should promote
collaboration among the brothers and sisters. The ministers should,
above all, cherish peace and reconciliation in and around the
fraternity.
The ministers' and councilors' task to lead is temporary. Rejecting all
ambition, they should show love for the fraternity with a spirit of
service, prepared both to accept and to relinquish the office.”
Now is the time to discern your calling to serve our fraternity.
Elections will be held at the May meeting for the following positions:
Minister
Vice-Minister
Secretary
Treasurer
Formation Director

Fraternity Council
Minister	

	

Vice Minister	

Secretary	

 	

Treasurer	

 	

Formation Dir.	

Spiritual Assist.	


Maribeth Lambert
Rosemary Apodaca
Barbara Muck
Alice Sousa
David Lansford
Sr. Dolores Fenzel

If you are interested in serving, please contact a member of the
Nomination Committee:
Lita Hebert - Barbara Muck - Alice Sousa
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Birthdays
Feb 16	

 Betty Leaver
Feb	

 	


Maurine Earl

Mar 9	


Carol Greenwald

A ro u n d t h e Frat e rn i t y
JANUARY’S EPIPHANY PARTY

Mar 25	

 Barbara Muck	


Professions
Feb 15	

 Melva Simmons
Feb 15	

 Brian Simmons

Welcome Visitor

Mar 20	

 Lita Hebert	


Angelina Rojas

Footsteps
is published monthly by:
The Junipero Serra of Carmel
Secular Franciscan Fraternity
Deadline for Submissions:
2nd Monday
Carol Greenwald - Editor
(CGreenwaldSFO@gmail.com)
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by Brian Simmons
The annual meeting (known in religious jargon as a “chapter”) of the National Council of the
Secular Franciscan Order in the United States (referred to as NAFRA) will be held later this
year at the St. Francis Retreat Center in San Juan Bautista. Our region will be the host
region for the chapter, and we will be the host fraternity. The actual dates are October 25 –
30th. The Executive Committee will arrive and meet for a few days before the rest of the
NAFRA members will arrive on the 25th. We expect about 70 attendees.

Planning is Underway
Cindy Wesley, our Regional Minister, has convened a regional planning group
to prepare for the chapter. She has appointed Rosemary Apodoca and Brian
Simmons from our fraternity to be part of the group.
The first planning session was held on January 8, 2011, at St. Elizabeth’s Friary in Oakland.
Besides the Regional Council members, Rosemary, and Brian, the planning group also
includes Br. Bob Brady, OFM, and representatives of the San Jose fraternities.

Committees a re Being Esta blished
As you might imagine, there is much work to be done. Based on the experience of prior
NAFRA chapters, the planning group established seven different
committees: Liturgy, Transportation, Welcoming, Social Evenings, Welcome
Bags, Decorations, and the “Day Away.” Rosemary agreed to chair the
Welcoming Committee and the Social Evenings Committee. Brian is
chairing the Day Away Committee.
Cindy and Jim Wesley are chairing the Liturgy Committee. There will be
liturgies everyday (including one to be celebrated with Bishop Richard Garcia), so that will
be a significant undertaking. It has been suggested to the NAFRA members that they fly into
the San Jose Airport, so Barbara Mastrini of San Jose is chairing the Transportation
Committee. They will make sure someone is there to greet each arriving NAFRA member
and will arrange to get them all out to San Juan Bautista (and back to the airport at the end of
the chapter).

A Wa rm Welcome & Fine Music
Rosemary’s Welcoming Committee will greet the NAFRA members when they
arrive at the retreat center and will hand out welcome bags, name tags, and
folders. They might also escort them to their rooms and introduce them to
where things are at the retreat center. This is one function the local fraternity
can be a big help with when the time comes, so please think about volunteering when t h e
time comes. Rosemary is also busy lining up entertainment for the social gatherings that will
occur most evenings after the chapter sessions. Our own Johnny Hammock has already
signed on.
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Bags, Bags, Bags
Mary Carson and Diane Creedon are co-chairing the Welcome Bags
Committee. The NAFRA custom is for the host region to provide the chapter
guests with a bag of items that represent the region. Each fraternity is being
asked to provide something for each attendee (e.g., local tourism information, picture
postcards, brochures, and/or religious items). Everything will be sent to Mary and Diane who
will then assemble the welcome bags.

Decorations ‘R Us
No chair has yet been named for the Decorations Committee, but it seems to make
the most sense that those of us who live locally should take primary responsibility
for making sure the retreat center is decorated, so we will probably take that on as well (we’d
be glad to hear from anyone who would like to chair that effort). Each fraternity in the region
is being asked to create a poster that says something about it. We could use some local people
to help on that project as well for our fraternity poster.

Away Day
NAFRA has a tradition of taking at least part of one day of the chapter and
playing hooky (that’s my phrase, not theirs). It gives the chapter attendees a
chance to get away from the site and experience the local area. It is usually
about half a day, but may be longer this year. The planning group wants a
proposal for how the chapter members might utilize this time. One thing
they want to be sure is included is a visit to the Carmel Mission to see where Junipero Serra is
buried. Brian convened a group that included Melva Simmons, Carol Greenwald, and
Rosemary to work on the proposal. We think we’ve come up with an interesting and fun day.
We’ve run it by Cindy Wesley and she agrees. We’re working on costing things out so we can
tell NAFRA how much it will cost the individual members.

We ’re All Invited
Besides helping out at the chapter, our fraternity members (as are all SFOs
in the region) are welcome to attend and observe any and all of the chapter
sessions and to participate in the liturgies. So, if you are interested and
have the time, plan on being there part or all of the week. It is unlikely
that there will be any rooms available at the retreat center, so plan on commuting.
(If there are other regional members who want to attend the chapter but are unable to afford to
stay in a local hotel/motel, members of our fraternity may be asked if they can stay in our
homes while they are here. So if you have a guest room, you might be giving that some
thought.)
The chapter will cost the region and our fraternity nothing except the time we volunteer
on this. Any expenses we incur working on this will be reimbursed by NAFRA.
The next meeting of the planning group will be March 5th in San Jose. We will provide
regular reports on the chapter planning at our fraternity gatherings and in the fraternity
newsletter as well.
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FRANCISCANS IN ACTION
JUSTICE
Justice for our Muslim Sisters and Brothers
“Representative Peter King's call to hold Congressional hearings, possibly as soon
as March 7, to investigate the so-called 'radicalization' of Muslim-Americans, should strike a note of
discomfort within all of us. Such targeted investigation stirs up vague recollections of our country's
past acts of persecution, such as the McCarthy Era 'witch hunts' and the WWII era internment of
over 100,000 Japanese Americans. These hearings could well represent a grave threat to our civil
liberties and our unity as a nation.
As we are faced with these congressional actions, which pose to ostracize and make suspect our
Muslim brothers and sisters peacefully living, working, and worshiping in our country and our
communities, let us be mindful of the lessons hard-learned by history and those who have gone
before us.
Let us also reflect, at this time, on the crucial message we receive through our faith: that we are to
love our neighbor as our very self, and in this spirit, Pray that we may come to greater communion
with our sisters and brothers in whose hearts God dwells through other images, Study the grave
repercussions which may arise through political targeting on the basis of religion, and Act by offering
up our prayers and petitions against unjust persecution.”
–Pax Christi

PEACE
Finding Peace Within
“We are not at peace with others because we are not at peace with ourselves,
and we are not at peace with ourselves because we are not at peace with
God.”
--Thomas Merton

I N T E G R I T Y O F C R E AT I O N
Call to Move Beyond the Status Quo
“We believe economic freedom, initiative, and creativity are essential to help our nation
find effective ways to address climate change. The United States' history of economic,
technological innovation, and entrepreneurship invites us to move beyond status quo responses to
this challenge. In addition, the right to private property is matched by the responsibility to use what
we own to serve the common good. Our Catholic tradition speaks of a "social mortgage" on property
and, in this context, calls us to be good stewards of the earth.5 It also calls us to use the gifts we have
been given to protect human life and dignity, and to exercise our care for God's creation.”
--United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,
Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence, and the Common Good
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G O D O F M A N Y NA M E S
Awesome God of the immensity of cosmic time and space.
Intimate God, at home in each human heart.
Energizing organizing God, drawing us together in global solidarity.
God of many names,
God of no name,
Father, Mother,
We thank you and we praise you.
Forgive us for every time and every way
That we separate ourselves from our sisters and brothers
In whose hearts you dwell through other images,
Other experiences, cultures, revelations.
We long for the fullness that only our solidarity can reveal.
Break us free from our idolatry of wealth and markets,
Individualism and competition and consumption.
These make, of sisters and brothers and ourselves,
Consumers or producers, competitors or markets.
God of many names,
God of no name,
Mother, Father,
Alert us to your urgency,
Your tireless struggle. Amen.

Francis and The Sultan

--Bill Hudson

Junipero Serra of Carmel Secular Franciscan Fraternity

"There will be peace on earth
when there is peace among the
world’s religions."
-Hans Küng

