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CALENDAR
May 20	

 Ascension of the Lord
May 24	

 Dedication of the Basilica
	

	

of St. Francis of Assisi
May 27	

 Pentecost
May 28	

 Mary Ann of Jesus, OSF
Jun 13	


St. Anthony of Padua

Jun 22	


St. Thomas More, OFS

Jun 17	

	

	


Fraternity Gathering
St. Francis Retreat

Jul 15	

	

	


Fraternity Gathering
St. Francis Retreat

The PORTIUNCULA and
The Virgin Mother of God
The Portiuncula [which means Little Portion] was
an old church dedicated to the Virgin Mother of
God which was abandoned. Francis had great
devotion to the Queen of the world and when he
saw that the church was deserted, he began to
live there constantly in order to repair it. He
heard that the Angels often visited it, so that it
was called Saint Mary of the Angels, and he
decided to stay there permanently out of
reverence for the angels and love for the Mother
of Christ.
He loved this spot more than any other in the world. It was here he
began his religious life in a very small way; it is here he came to a
happy end. When he was dying, he commended this spot above all
other to the friars, because it was most dear to the Blessed Virgin.
This is the place where Saint Francis founded his order by divine
inspiration and it was divine providence which led him to repair three
churches before he founded the Order and began to preach the
Gospel.
This meant that he progressed from material things to more spiritual
achievements, from lesser to greater, in due order, and it gave a
prophetic indication of what he could accomplish later.
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As he was living there by the church of Our Lady, Francis prayed to
her who had conceived the Word, full of grace and truth, begging
her insistently and with tears to become his advocate. Then he was
granted the true spirit of the Gospel by the intercession of the
Mother of mercy and he brought it to fruition.
He embraced the Mother of Our Lord Jesus with indescribable love
because, as he said, it was she who made the Lord of majesty our
brother, and through her we found mercy. After Christ, he put all his
trust in her and took her as his patroness for himself and his friars.
--excerpted from: The Major Life of St. Francis by St. Bonaventure
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Birthdays
May 1	


Susie Saenz

May 9	


Dee Ferris

May 11	

 Melva Simmons
May 14	

 Brandy Chavez
May 27	

 Cecilia Oshanick
Jun 1	


Betty Riedinger

Jun 23	


Genevieve Edwards

Jun 27	


Lita Hebert

MINISTER’S MESSAGE
By Rosemary Apodaca
I have been trying to find something to inspire me, and I remembered
a visit to a beautiful church with my daughter. It was there that she
made her confession after many years away from the Church. It was
there that I watched her receive the spirit of Jesus Christ again.
Our Blessed Mother was so present in this church, The Basilica of
Santa Maria degli Angeli (or Our Lady of the Angels), in Assisi. The
basilica was built to house and protect Francis’ tiny Portiuncula, the
interior of which is pictured below. It was in the Portiuncula that
Francis stayed, prayed and sought direction from God. Isn't that the
way it is when as children we turn to our mothers to intercede for us
with our fathers. I have prayed to the Blessed Virgin to intercede for
me, and as I mature in my faith, I continue to pray to her to speak to
her Son on my behalf. Mothers are powerful, protective of their
children, and compassionate to a fault. That’s how I feel about my
children and many of you, I’m sure, feel the same toward yours. And,
I have no doubt that is how the Blessed Mother feels toward us.
One last thought, I made a list of the many ways Our Blessed
Mother has appeared to us. You may know of more:
1531 or 1513 (Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mexico)
1830 Paris

Professions
May 22	

 Ed Sweeney

1842 Rome
1846 La Salette
1858 Lourdes
1871 Pontorrum
1876 Pellervisin

I promise to live all the days of my life
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
in the Secular Franciscan Order
by observing its rule of life.

Footsteps

1877 Gutrzwald
1879 Knock
1917 Fatima
1932 Beawraing
1933 Banneux
1953 Syracuse
Sometime ago in Watsonville

is published monthly by:
The Junipero Serra of Carmel
Secular Franciscan Fraternity
Deadline for Submissions:
2nd Monday
Carol Greenwald - Editor
(Carol.Greenwald.OSF@gmail.com)

Our Blessed Mother speaks to us in so many different languages
and in so many different ways. Her message is always one of abiding
love and compassion. I feel so blessed.
Paz y bien
Rosemary
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FORMAT ION FORUM
By Brian Simmons

I join the rest of our fraternity in offering congratulations and prayers of thanksgiving on the occasion
of the ordination of our brother David Lansford to the permanent diaconate earlier this month. It was
nice to see several members of the fraternity at the ceremony. We “saw” Br. Angelo there too, but I
am not sure anyone other than David and Rosemary actually spoke with him.
Several months ago, when setting the agenda for the year, the Council made the rather obvious
decision to devote the month of May to Mary, joining a long-standing tradition in the Church.
Francis’s own devotion to Mary is, of course, well known to us all. The recommendation to follow
the example of Mary appears in both the SFO Rule and the SFO Constitutions.
The Rule makes specific reference to Mary’s “humble service.” Mary’s humility and absolute
surrender to the will of God have always been among her characteristics that have struck me most.
Beginning in Luke’s gospel with the story of the Annunciation, Mary’s reply to Gabriel’s invitation is
“let it be done to me as you say.” In story after story, things happen, and we are told Mary
“pondered these things in her heart.” She didn’t resist or argue (well, she was a little ticked off when
they had to go back to Jerusalem to find the missing Jesus) – she was accepting of God’s will. In a
society such as ours, where the individual ego (and the group ego as well) seems to reign supreme,
we all would do well to follow the humble model established by the Blessed Mother. As Secular
Franciscans, we might find it useful to ponder how we might better promote this singular virtue in our
own lives and in the communities within which we live.
The Council also decided that it really wanted the fraternity to focus this year on the Franciscan
commitment to justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC). Not surprisingly, we don’t have to
look very far to find an excellent model for the work of justice and peace: we need only look again to
Mary. Jesuit priest John Dear wrote the following in his book, “Mary of Nazareth – Prophet of
Peace”:
Mary is not a passive saint. A contemplative and an activist, a mystic and
a revolutionary, Mary is the mother of God and so she boldly proclaims
God’s word of nonviolence to the world of violence, God’s revolution of
justice to the world of injustice. She is blatantly political. She does not
just rock the boat or shake up the status quo. She turns over the tables of
the culture. Mary is dangerous. She disturbs the culture’s complacency
and stirs up trouble. From the perspective of the rebellious Mary of
Nazareth, everything is called into question. Everything must change. Yes,
she is full of grace, light, love, mercy, and kindness. And she is trouble for
every empire, every proponent of violence, every war-maker, every
millionaire, every advocate of systemic injustice. . . . Mary’s message [in
the Magnificat] is radical revolution, pure and simple.

Not exactly the common image of Mary, is it? We’ll explore Fr. John’s portrayal further
in the ongoing formation time during this month’s fraternity gathering, pondering in
our collective heart the implication of this portrayal of Mary for our own commitment
to following Mary’s example.
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May 20, 2012
St. Francis Retreat Center, San Juan Bautista
Join us for an evening of delicious food, the Carmerata Singers of Monterey Concert, and a silent
auction. This fundraiser will help retire the rebuilding debt of the main building of the retreat center,
which had to be rebuilt after a devasting fire in 2006.
More information

FRANCISCAN HAPPENINGS

Franciscan
School
ofITheology
FR
ANC
S CA N H A P P E N I N G S

Summer Course: Creation, Humanity and Science in the Franciscan Intellectual
Tradition

School of Theology
July Franciscan
30-August 10, 2012
Summer
Course:
Old Mission Santa BarbaraCreation, Humanity and Science in the Franciscan Intellectual

Join Tradition
Bill Short, OFM, Mary Beth Ingham, CSJ, and Keith Warner, OFM, for a two week course exploring
July 30-August 10, 2012
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Fr. Tom Herbst, OFM
Announcing a
August 6-10, 2012
Announcing
a
Our popular family-friendly retreat is back. Join us for five days
of fun, relaxation,
prayer and
discussion. There will be daily spiritual enrichment for parents
and film
kids. Your
afternoons are free fo
summer
festival
exploring, relaxing, swimming, fishing at the pier, surfing
the
waves
at
the
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AT SAN CARLOS CATHEDRAL PARISH
summer
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attractions. Enjoy music, theological presentations and quiet
reflection
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AT SAN
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Beginning
Friday, June
29, with
More Information and Registration

Senior Vacation Retreat

A BETTER LIFE

Beginning on Friday, June 29, with

A BETTER LIFE

Fr. Tom Herbst, OFM, Fr. John Keller, OSA, Kay Sempel & Pat Julian, Spiritual Director
August 13-17, 2012
"Living Life to the Fullest" will focus on stories of our cycle of life and how those stories and the storie
of others come together to form our cycle of life. There will be: Mass, Morning Prayer, Twilight at the
Beach, Presentations, Twilight Retreat, and Movie Night. You will have free time in the afternoons fo
visiting local attractions, swimming, beach outings, walking or simply relaxing within the beautiful
Mission grounds.
More Information and Registration
“EVERY FATHER WANTS MORE
“EVERY FATHER
WANTS
MORE
FOR HIS
SON”
FOR HIS SON”

San Damiano Retreat Center

And continuing on July 6 and 13, 2012

And continuing on July 6 and 13, 2012

Dessert at 6:30PM----- Movie at 7PM
Hungering for Peace: A Retreat for Women Dessert
at 6:30PM----- Movie at 7PM
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June 1-3, 2012
More than any other Gospel, Luke emphasizes the compassionate nature of Jesus. The compassio
Jesus expresses itself beyond the limits of4empathy
or legitimate boundary. Jesus is passionate abo
4
the plight, suffering, and rejection of others without regard to national boundary or self-preservation.
Our weekend retreat will explore this compassion of Jesus in the context of the Passion Narrative (L
22-23) as we reconsider the "meaning" of his death on the Cross.

FRANCISCANS IN ACTION
JUSTICE
FAN Joins the March for LIfe

PEACE
A Book Review by Rev. John Dear, S.J.
Interfaith peacemaking is a necessary component of every movement of justice and peace. A new
book, however, suggests we can go even deeper, to explore an “interspiritual” approach to life. God
of Love: A Guide to the Heart of Judaism, Christianity and Islam (Monkfish Books, 240 pp. $15.95) by
Mirabai Starr walks us through an interspiritual approach to the Abrahamic religious traditions and
invites us to seek not just dialogue, but the God we worship together as members of the Abrahamic
faiths. These beautiful reflections on Judaism, Christianity and Islam open up the personal and
spiritual dimensions at the heart of these religions as a way to deepen our own spiritual life and make
greater peace with others.

I N T E G R I T Y O F C R E AT I O N
Francis & Eco-Spirituality
In response to the developing environmental crisis, the Church asks us to apply the principles of Catholic
Social Teaching to this reality--the principles of justice, solidarity, common good, option for the poor, and
goodness of creation. In doing so we begin experiencing God in the world around us. That is the heart of
Eco-Spirituality.
Behind all the stories of Francis, like preaching to the birds and the wolf of Gubbio, lies the basic insight
that all creatures are united in the depth of their being by the fact of being creatures. True poverty is the
realization that there is no intrinsic reason for one’s being at all. Like the universe itself we are
fundamentally poor; we did not make ourselves. In this fundamental poverty of ‘creatureliness’ there is
equality. Francis saw this because it was simply true.
--adapted from St. Francis and Eco-Spiritualilty by Loren Kerkof OFM
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Prayer for Faith, Grace & the Intercession of
Our Lady of the Angels
Heavenly Father, you filled the heart
of St. Francis with a special love
for the Mother of Your Son, Jesus,
and for the Portiuncula.
In this hallowed place you nourished
his spiritual life and inspired him
to found the Franciscan Order.
Through the intercession of Our Lady
of the Angels may we be steadfast
in our faith
* and remain true to You.
Grant us the faith and grace always to do
Your will.
We ask this through Your Son,
Our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Junipero Serra of Carmel Secular Franciscan Fraternity

Hail holy Lady most holy Queen,
Mary Mother of God...
On you descended and still remains
fullness of grace and every good.
--Francis of Assisi

