Talking Points: Immigration and the Economy
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops / Migration and Refugee Services
2009

Unauthorized immigrants currently provide an annual net gain of $7 billion to the
Social Security system. The Social Security Administration also credits these workers
for paying an additional $520 billion under mismatching Social Security Numbers.*
Legalization would enable even more immigrants to pay into the system.

Immigrants are needed to grow the labor force to support the retiring generation of 78
million baby boomers.? If the U.S. fertility rate remains below replacement (1.9%),3
the ratio of seniors to working-age adults will jump 67% by 2030.* Without
legalization, today’s ratio of 20 seniors to 100 working-age adults could rise to 36
seniors per 100 working-age adults by 2050.°

Comprehensive Immigration Reform (CIR) pays for itself. In fact, the 2007 CIR bill
would have more than paid for itself through increased tax revenue, offsetting the costs
of new public benefits by $25 billion.°

Immigrants are filling the jobs vacated by increasingly educated Americans. In fact,
the percentage of Americans without a high school diploma has fallen from 50% in the
1960’s to 7% today.”’

Legalization would likely improve wages for most workers. Studies show that 9 in 10
workers experience wage gains due to immigration.® Even those native-born workers
without a high-school diploma lose 1.1 percent at the most.®

A new legalization program would likely increase the wages of legalized workers by as
much as 15%, similar to the effect after passage of the 1986 Immigration Reform and
Control Act (IRCA).*

Immigrants in the workforce do not contribute to higher unemployment rates. Consider
that unemployment in border states has remained below the national average despite
high levels of immigration.™*

Immigrants are suffering alongside native workers during the current recession. In fact,
unemployment rates for foreign-born latinos have exceeded that of non-hispanic
workers during the current recession.*?

Immigrants are also consumers themselves, which increases demand for the goods and
services of U.S. industries.™® For instance, Latino buying power amounted to $951
billion in 2008 and is projected to reach $1.4 trillion by 2013.*

Legalization would help stimulate the economy by helping generate $30-36 billion in
personal income, 750,000 new jobs, and $4.5 to $5.4 billion in net tax revenue.*
Legalization would produce these gains by increasing short-term incomes, creating jobs
through increased consumption, boosting net tax-revenues among low-wage workers,
and expanding the middle class.*®
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